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Are We Protestants. 

Religioue people are now divid- 
ed .iitu two uenurat classes, and 
■ re '-ailed Catholic* and Protes- 
tants. There are two errand 
divisions ol Catholics : the Ito- 
mm Catholics and the tfreek 
Catholics. But the name I'ro- 
teetante eeeme to be a name that 
etandi in opposition to the Ro- 
man Catholics alone. The Greek 
Catholics took no part in bring- 
ing ell the changes which 
developed a protestant party. 
This hody was in the wilderness 
— that is tinder the Mohammedan 
government — and exercised no 
authority and put no yokes upon 
Christian believers, consequently 
did not arouse an opposing party 
Of Christians, 

The Protestant denominations 
proper, then, are those which 
were organised to oppose the 
corruption ot the Latin church, 
and they carried with them 
several of the errors uf this body. 
Hfiiiietime before the general 
break, affusion was made a 
valid mode of baptism by one of 
her councils, and this became a 
characteristic doctrine of the 
Protestant laith. The ordinance 
of the Lord's Supper was then 
dropped also by this Mother 
Church, and the new organiza- 
tion did not take it np. Foot- 
washing was preserved, alter a 
manner, but in this the new 
body tailed to follow the shadow 
that still remained in the old 
church and made no effort to 
restore the substance. These 
are characteristic features ot the 
Protestaot Church. 
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rule One traveled for the 
'purpose of leaguing what was 
the true and original mode of 
Christian Baptism, aud so they 
adopted a mode that was not at 
that time regularly practiced by 
the Roman Church. They kept 
the Lord's Supper according to 
the example of the Master, and 
observed footwasbing according 
to the commandment. With its 
other peculiarities, it bore no 
resemblance to the distinct Pro 
tee tan t church whose chief work 
was opposition to the corrupt 
practices >t Rome. 

We are usually classed ae a 
Protestant Church, but the fact 
is that ho tar as doctrine is con- 
cerned, with the exception of 
Infallibility and idolatry, we pro- 
test against m much in the 
regular Protestant cburoh as we 
do in the Roman church. 


Our church, therefore, occupies 
an original position in relation 
to this subject, and God baa 
given it birth lor some special 
purpose. Following it np from 
its origination, it ie noticeable 
that its growth has been sub- 
stantial though Blow, and today 
it occupies a position distinctly 
its own in this part of the re- 
ligions world. It Menu to be a 
faithful witness of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In the old world, 
the Greek Church stands as the 
faithful wit nee* and true to the 
original mode of baptism which 
is the first and great ordinance 
of the Christian Church aa a 
ceremony, and in the New 
World, the Brethren cburoh is 
the witness of tbe same charac 
ter. The tri n e t m mersion Ob ris- 
tians in this country that wields 
any influence of national import- 
ance is the T unker Church, and 
while we do not wish to poee as 
a prophet, yet we feel that there 
is a greater work for the Breth- 
ren church to do than simply to 
be, and accomplish no important 
part in the great plnns of God. 
If this is the purpose, and it it 
is not, we should defend our 
gospel doctrine with all our soul, 
mind aud strength, and sow the 
seed- freely and widely, but ever 
making prominent that the moral 
and pious qualities are the first 
and great marks of the tree 
Christian. 


The Apostolic Constltutlona on 
the Covering. 

As the covering question has 
been before our readers recently 
as a subject of comment, it may 
not he out of place at this time 
to print what the Apostolic Con- 
stitutions have to say about it. 

These Constitutions, we have 
noticed before in these columns, 
but a repetition will not be 
superfluous. They are the old- 
est collection of Church Laws in 
existence, and were made in the 
second, third and later centuries, 
aud, from their character, they 
were no doubt agreed upon by 
the early Christians in a manner 
in some way similar to the style 
in which the Book ot Minutes 
was made. Namely, a part was 
made at one time and at one 
place, and a part at another 
place at another time. In fair 
sized print and average medium 
page, the laws occupy ever 280 
pages. 

The language about the cover- 
ing of woman is found in Book 
I, section ni, under the title of 
Commandments to Women. 
These commandments occupy 
three and a halt pages, aud a 
part that refers to the covering 
reads as follows : 

"But thou who desigueet to be 
taithtul to thine own husband, 
take care to please bim alone. 
And when thou art in the streets 
cover thy head ; lor by such a 
covering thou wilt avoid being 
viewed of idle persons. Do not 
paint thy face, [this needs to be 
obeyed on the part of some at 
this time] which is God's work- 
manship ; lor there is no part of 
thee which wants ornament, in 
as much as all things which God 
hae made are very good. Look 
downward when thou walked 
abroad, veiling thyself as becomes 
women." 

The church lathers also have 
something to say about the veil. 
Tertullian, who wrote at the 
close of the second century has 
thirty-six pages on the subject. 
lie would have mothers, sisters 
and daughters veiled whenever 


they appear in the presence of 
men. In his appeal to married 
women, he ridicules tbe veil that 
covers only a little part of the 
head, and says : "Let them know 
that the whole head constitutes 
the woman. The region of the 
veil is oo -ex tensive with the 
space covered by the hair when 
on bound." His veiling would 
be more rigorous than late rules 
by several religious bodies. But 
be makes his plea in behalf of 
modesty instead of by the authori- 
ty of ecclesiastical law. In bis re- 
marks be commends the practice 
of the Arabian females who cov- 
er the whole bead and (ace except 
aeeing-rnom for one eye. In the 
first part of his writing on this 
subject be labors to prove that 
the term virgin applies to alt 
women. 

Shaved or shorn heads were 
regarded as disgraceful by the 
early Christians. At one time 
Kub-ui.1i ius tbe heretic tried to 
have all virgins shorn at their 
consecration, and at this the 
council ot Usngrt rose up against 
him and pasted a decree as fol- 
lows: if any woman, under a 
pretence of an ascetic life, cnt 
oft her hair, which God hath 
given her lor a memorial of sub- 
jection, let her be anathema, as 
one that disannuls tbe decree of 
subjection. However the custom 
of shearing or shaving the beads 
of females did prevail in places 
and was not condemned. But 
with a tew exceptions shearing 
and shaving women's heads was 
looked upon aa an abuse ; and 
tbe wearing of a covering was 
generally lavored, but not made 
a test ot fellowship. 


Deep Foundation. 

The higher the oak goes into 
the air, tbe deeper its roots strike 
into the ground. The tent 
which is erected tonight, only to 
be taken down tomorrow needs 
no laying of deep foundations, 
but the mansion which is to 
stand for years must have found- 
ations that go deep into tbe 
earth. Every great structure, in 
the realm of nature or the realm 
of grace must be builton a broad 
strong foundation. 

Laying foundations is one of 
tbe chief duties of life, it ts one 
of the hardest, it is one which 
men are easily tempted to neg- 
lect, it is one whose neglect ie 
fatal There are principles, that 
form the toundation of life. 
There are principles in tbe gos- 
pel that are to form the founda- 
tion of a life of usefulness and 
Christian activity. Tbe stability 
of the spiritual structure depends 
on the firmness and depth of the 
principles ' that support them. 
Foundation-laying has its chief 
value, and its chiet encourage- 
ment in view of tbe building 
which is to follow. 

It foundation -laying was to 
end with foundation -laying, if 
after the strong base tor building 
bad been laid, the work ceased, 
and all were buried uselessly un- 
der tbe ground, then the laying 
of broad foundations would be 
foolish and vain. We only lay the 
toundation that we may build 
thereon. We lay deep founda- 
tions in life, because you would 
build a lasting home for the soul. 
Yet we find tbe mistake is often 
made of laying foundations 
which are laid tor their own 
sake, and we mistake them tor 
the building. Some are so en- 
grossed on laying foundations 
that they never find time for 
anything else, the structure that 


ought to have been raised is nev- 
er commenced. 

This principle is so plainly 
taught in the scriptures. We 
must leave the first principles 
and go on to a higher life. Obe- 
dience in Baptism ie a grand 
principle, but we must not stop 
here. It is only a foundation. 
Some of as are dabbling and 
splashing in the water all our 
lives. We must not think because 
we have climbed tbe first few 
rounds of the ladder*' by adopt- 
ing the law outward ordinances 
of the church, that we have 
reached the summit. 

We must go on building the 
structure now. Work on, climb 
on, brethren, tbe structure of tbe 
soul must expand. Some of. ua 
are quarreling about the shape, 
of tba foundation stones that we 
never build tba wall. It is true 
that the foundation is necessary. 
But we must not forget that It Is 
only necessary aa it supports tbe 
building. 


Mohammedan Devotion. 

The editor of tbe Christiau 
Standard ot Cincinnati baa been 
traveling in Europe. Africa and 
Palestine during tbe winter and 
spring and be is writing a series 
uf articles tor his paper. In a 
late one we find these statements 
about the heroic devotion of the 
Mohammedan teachers and 
preachers to their work : 

"And this leads us to speak of tbe 
Mohammedan University, tbe Garni 
el Azbar mosque befog used tot that 
purpose. It Is claimed that 10,(KW stu- 
dents attend here. Thin la probably 
an exaggeration ; there ate, we Judge, 
about 7,000. The students remain 
from three to six years. They pay no 
tees, being supported by an annual sub- 
sidy from ttis endow tn« uts of the 
mosque— though It can not cost much 
to maintain them in their style of liv- 
ing. The Professors receive no salary, 
but support themselves by outside 
work. Ye Chrittian educators who 
complain of slender support, see what 
self- sacrifice Mohammedan enthusiasm 
begets! Go Into this building. You 
will see hundreds of little children 
busy in copying sentences from tbe 
Koran ; and youths and grown men 
squatting In circles on the stone floor, 
listening to lectures on theology, law, 
logic, poetry, or studying Arabic 
grammar ; or swaying te and fro as 
they study their lessons and prepare 
for recilatlen. They have no chairs, 
no desks, no anything but books. When 
they are through with their studies and 
are weary, jou will find tbem probably 
stretched on the stone floor asleep, 
wrapped In their robes, and their heads 
resting on a block of wood or stone for 
a pillow I And their lnstru t ion Is 
largely In the Koran, or In a few side 
studies to enable them to explain and 
defend and propagate it. And then they 
go out to preach it, I mm tooled, money- 
less, ill-clad, but fired with an enthusi- 
asm for Iabvmlsm which makes It a Joy 
to give their life In its advocacy and 
defense. Aud, from this one center 
hundreds are continually going out to 
propagate and support the religion of 
the Prophet. Think of that, ye can- 
didates for tbe Christian ministry, who 
are continually mourning over your 
hard fate I A tl the of tbe ferment en- 
thuslesm uf these disciples uf Moham- 
med would enable tbe Christian minis- 
try to shake the world with the might 
of their advocacy." 

Let us take a lesson in devo- 
tion from them. Where do we 
find such enthusiasm among us 
for the grandest religion ever re- 
vealed to man ! Our enthusiasm 
should be in proportion to tbe 
righteousness ot our cause. May 
the gospel be loved heartier, 
stronger and deeper than ever 
before. This js all that is needed. 
The other desirable traits will 
follow. 


EDITORIAL ITEMS. 


Another of our little folks, In report 
Ing tbe result of certain meetings, says, 
"He baptized three and sprinkled ts." 
Some of the older beads ni iff I) t take tbe 


hint land not eonfound sprinkling with 
baptism. That people call sprinkling 
baptism doesn't make ft so. When „ 
anyone wants to use an argument 
against the abandoning of some long 
established custom, for which there Is 
no authority but Its age, tbey will at 
one* say, "yes, that is tbe way it goes, 
the next thing tbey will baptize by 
sprinkling.'' Now what nonsense that 
is. The Idea of dipping by sprinkling. 
Brethren do not concede the fact that 
you recognize sprinkling as a baptism. 
Sprinkling Is not in any sense s bap- 
tism. We often talk about "Baptism 
by immersion'' or Baptism by pouring," 
It Is better to take tbe little girl's way 
for It, and keep baptism and sprinkling 
entirely distinct. 

Bro, Spenogie's article on the een- • 
vent Ion In this Issue Is full of common 
sense, and tbe suggestions held out 
should have our earnest, honest atten- 
tion. 


Bro. Wm. W. Hummers writes that 
be Is now engaged In a short aeries of 
meetings at Eaton, Ind., and will go 
front that point to Brighton, Ind. 

The fare from Ashland to the Ohio 
8. & Convention I* S5.50. Several will 
go from this place. 

Darlle L. Bhoeds. of Beaver City, 
Neb. , one of our correspondents In the 
children's column teaches us s very 
useful lesson. She says, "1 cannot go 
to Sunday school on account of it rain- 
ing. 1 would improve tbe time In 
writing a letter. If we woufd employ * 
ovrselves thus u-wfully, when we are 
deprived or doing tbe usual duties. 
what s vast amount uf work could be 
done. Thsre would not then be quite 
as many clippings In our paper. 

Tbe Missionary services held on Sun- 
day, Hay 22nd. by Bro. Mason were a 
success The amount of tbe collections 
was thirty dollars. 

Bro. Mason baptised 12 on Tuesday 
the Mth inst. Five st Winchester In 
the morning, and seven at Farmersvf lie 
in the afternoon, and In the evening 
tbey liad a refreshing love feast at 
Leitngton. 

The Investigator for May will not be 
mailed until next week. Subscribers 
will please make s note of this so that * 
tliej will not suppose they have been 
missed. 


The Commencement exercises of the 
College will be held next Thursday 
evening. 

Reports from the secular papers in- 
dicate that the Old Orders are having a 
largeannualmeettng. It Is beta ft held 
In the Miami Valley, west of Dayton. 

Bro. B. L. Yoder attended tbe An- 
nual Meeting and be will write a brief 
report of Its proceedings. 


The Disciple church has evangel- 
izing boards In tbe different States, 
and by them evangelists are employed 
to do mi us I on work. The brethren 
church in Ohio lissa like organisation 
In tbe Mission Board, which will pre- 
pare ts do some -work st its meeting 
this week. 


A few more lifts like the one given 
tbe mission work by "tbe Valley" two 
weeks sgo, will enable tbe Board to 
employ an evangelist for a year. This 
would give the work s new Impetus 
could it be done. 


Bro. H. R. Holsfnger preached the 
Baccalaureate sermon in the cbspel of 
Ashland College last Lord's day after- 
noon at 3 o'clock. It was entertaining 
as his sermons always are. His theme 
was, Our Salvation Nearer than when 
we first believed. 


The brethren of tbe Homer church, 
not far from Ashland, held their love 
feast on the 28th, and several members 
here attended. 


The list of martyrs is increasing— 
Haddock, Isorthup, Gsmbrell; church- 
es burned; council rooms blown np; 
respectable citizens driven from tbe 
polls ; men called to their doors to be 
Shot ; women insulted — these are the 
natural tesults of the rum traffic. It 
only needs to push the monster and his 
purring gives place to the tiger's claws 
snd the tiger's stealthy spring, and 
the tiger's teeth and thirst for blood. 
Let him be pushed more and more by 
any means snd every means that seem t 
best to those who hate him till alt men 
shall say, He shall be destroyed !— Ex- 
change. There is no ground longer to 
ssy that there are no martyrs. These 
men are martyrs to good government 
and tbe cause of temperance aa truly 
aa there ever was a martyr for any 
cause. This trafaC Is sstan incarnate. 




